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6 HBHHE F—F

Controversies over Virtue and Might and over
Strength and Weakness in Ancient Chinese Philosophy

Zhang Dainian
Summary

This essay deals with the debates over virtue and might as well as strength '
and weakness in ancient Chinese philosophy. It points out that Confucians ad-
vocated virtue and denounced might, insisting on the “kingly way” and benevo-
lent rule which subdued people by virtue, whereas egalists emphasiscd might
and despised virtue, upholding the mighty force against moral teachings. On
the other hand, however, Laozi promoted the victory of weakness over
strength, while Confucius praised spiritual vigour and perseverance, More-
over, in The Long Commentary wn The Book of Change (Zhou Yi Da Zhuan) .
the principle of vigorously striving to strengthen onesell and abounding wirh
virtues 16 convey things was proposed. Those arguments concerning virtue and
might, strength and weakness portray a complex picture of axiology in ancient
Chinese philosophy. The contention about virtue and might has remained up to

date a theoretical problem worthy to be noted.
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Oneness of Heaven and Man and Oneness of
Knowing and Doing

Zhang Shiying
Summary

The problem of knowing and doing in traditional Chinese philosophy is
mainly a moral question. winsteed of being one of knowing and pracuce in the
epistemological sense.

Most Confucianists held the idea of oneness of knowing and doing. It was
Wang Yang Ming (1472—1528) who spoke of knowing and doing exclusively in
the moral sensc, and who formulated the theory of “Oneness of Knowing and
Doing” which was the consummation of the confucian idea of vneness ol know
ing and doing.

There is a close relationship between the oneness of knowing and doing
and that of Heaven and man. The former is the means of getting to the horizon
of the latter. Tt was also Wang Yang Ming who developed the thought o the
close relation between the two to the summit of the history of Chinese philoso-
phy.

After Wang Yang Ming the history of Chinese philosophy substituted the
thought of knowing and practice in the epistemological sense and the subject-
object dichotomy for the oneness of knowing and doing and thet of Heaven and
man.

The thought of oneness of Heaven and man and that of oneness of knowing
and doing determined the Chinese philosophers o put their own philosophy into
effect. In contrast, most Western philosophers kept practical and pohtical life

a1 a certain distance. Only in the period after Hegel was the situarion more or
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less changed. The present study maintains that philosophy must not be mixed
up with practical, political and social life, though the former must not tran-

scend the latter.
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On Chinese Alchemic Ideology

Zhao Kuanghua
Summary

This paper attempts 1o elucidate Chinese alchemic ideclogy. It falls into
five parts; a) a discussion of Chinese alchemists’ knowledge of the cosmic evo-
lution and nature changes; b) a discussion of their appraisal of human intelli-
gence and creative power; c) a discussion of their pursuit of eternal life, trying
to find out why they selected the way of alchemy; d) an investigation of how
their faith in alchermy came into being; and e) an examination of their knowl-
edge of the laws and causes of interaction between various kinds of matter.

The discussion may be summarized as follows;

1. Chinese alchemists believed that cosmic evolution was perpetual and
that the world was manifold. They held that the humankind was the most in-
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telligent creature on Earth, and that human wisdom and creative power were
inexhaustible. They did not believe that invisible and nonexsitent things were
not capable of being created, and that to undo things was to undo them
forever. Hence in their view, elixir could be made and eternal life could come
ture. This idea was fully elucidated by Ge Hong in *Baoc Pu Zi”.

2. Chinese alchemists believed that taking elixir could directly remove cor-
rosion (resistant power, volatility, and evil spirits}, or. more specifically,
could drive the exorcising power and some superfine functions of certain metals
and ores into the human body in order to make it possible for a human being to
enjoy eternal life and become celestial, As a result, gold, dansha (cinnabar),
mercury, jade, mica, xionghuang (realgar) and, in particular, lead reccived
great attention from those alchemists.

3. Chinese alchemists considered that Yin—Yang (the two opposing prinei-
ples in nature, the former feminine, the latter masculine) constituted the basic
law of cosmic motion and development. For this reason they believed that the
key to making elixir lay in nursing Yin and Yang and that the process of mak-
ing elixir was a process of “sexual intercourse” and mutual checking between
Yin—Yang medicines. Thus, they divided the metals and ores into two groups
—one male and the other female.

4. Chinese alchemists believed that everyrhing in the world improved spon-
taneously to reach perfection, and that some matter could change into elixir but
only very slowly., They believed that the Ding they designed — a reaction ves-
sel for smelting elixir — was a miniature of the cosmos. The drug which stayed
in the Ding for one day equaled that which stayed in the cosmos for one year.
Therefore. the velocity of the change of the drug (the velocity of chemical reac-
tion ) was greatly speeded up in the Ding, so that elixir could be made in one
year. When the alchemists designed the Ding and the alchemic furnace, they
simulated the natural world they understood. To simulate nature, they paid
great attention to controling the duration and the heat of the furnace fire. They
simulated the change of Yin— Yang of the sun in one year (or in onc day) or

the change of Ying —Kul (wax and wane) of the moon in one month.
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Yuan Hong and Metaphysics in the Eastern Jin Dynasty

Lou Yulie

Summary

The article is composed of two parts., The first section of part one com-
ments on a weak point of the past study of metaphysics in the Eastern Jin dy-
nasty, namely, it only uses LIEZIZHU by Zhang Zhan to represent meta-
physics in that period. In fact, other metaphysicians in the Eastern Jin dynasty
are worth studying, including, for example, Han Bo, Yuan Hong and Tao
Qian whose theories are characterized by striking metaphysical thought.

The second section of part one is an introduction to Yuan Hong’s life and
work, It points out two theoretical features of metaphysics in the Eastern Jin
dynasty: the first was the combination of such views as “the superiarity of non-

” “the superiority of Being” and “the uniqueness of Becoming” which

Being
came into existence in the Zheng Shi period. The second feature took the form
of diffcrentiating between Confucianism and Taoism in their quality, which
reached the conclusion of “Taoist foundation” and “Confucian utility”, and laid
down the principle for the unity of opposites between “ethical doctrine” and
“natural attitude”. This achievement, when used in the critical commentary on
history, politics and figures, returned to the original theme of metaphysics.
The first feature was manifested in every metaphysican in the Eastern Jin dy-
nasty, while the second was mainly embodied in Yuan Hong’s thought.

The first section of part two, based on Yuan Hong's The Post-Flan Bi-
vgraphies, analyses his metaphysical theory, covering his views on “the illumi-
nation of Tao upon foundation”, “the utility of Confucian words”, and on Con-
fucian ethics “to abide by nature, and not to deny feeling”., which was estah-
lished for the sake of “preserving life and freeing will”, Tt is noted that Yuan

Hong in some respects, for example, in the relationship between “cthical doc-
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trine” and “natural attitude”, between “inactivity” and *activity”, is more co-
herent than Wang Bi and Guo Xiang in terms of theoretical explanation.

The second section of part two introduces Yuan Hong’s ideas and princi-
ples of making rites, ruling the state and cultivating morality, which were de-

rived from his basic theory of metaphysics.
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The Philosophical Orientations in Tae Yuan-ming’s Poetry

Yuan Xingpei
Summary

Tao Yuanming (365—427) was not only a poet. but also a thinker.

In the first section of this article, attempts are made to analyze Tao's
philosophical views under the following three categories of “respect for nature”
(& W 528 ), “obedience to nature’s law and operation” {Jfi{k ) ,and “the cultiva-
tion of the divine element in self” (F|H ). In the second section, the author,
citing from both the poems and the prose works of the poet, draws the conclu-
sion that Tao appeared less steeped in speculation than in pragmaticism. Fur-
ther, Tao was interested in demonstrating the wholeness and beauty of his phi-
losophy of life. As a conclusion to this study, the author finds the poet always
shunning logic and therefore capable of using his poetry to illustrate the impor-
tant philosophical principle of “awakening” (#f15 )-an approach which separates
Tao’s poetry from what is mere speculative or meditative verse by other poets,
This approach, the author believes, is what lies behind the most creative ef
forts of Tao as a poet; the lack of artifice in his poetry results from his special

view of the universe and his understanding of life’s problems.
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A Commmentary on Dai Zhen’s Ethics

Zhu Bokun
Summary

This essay holds the view that the main contribution made by Dai Zhen, a
well-known Chinese philasopher in the 18th century. lies in his ethical theory.
It gives a comprehensive introduction to and analysis of the ethies in question,
with emphasis on Dai’s basic moral principle that everybody has an equal right
to satisfy his desire for existence by just means. The author suggests that the
dispute between this theory and the rationalism of Cheng and Zhu reflected the
struggle of the newly born urban class against the fendal order of the Middle
Ages. Dai Zhen’s ethical t