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On the Tokharian God Nakte

Lin Meicun

Summary

This article is to discuss the religious system of Tokharians. In the light of our
studics, the primitive religion of Tokharians is some dragon-god worship, which
was called Qing-Long #5188 {asking for the dragon-god) in Chinese Classics. As ar-
chacological data of the Tokharian cemetery found in Shibarghan, Afghanistan re-
vealed, the dragon-god of Tokharians always appear in pairs and look like two hors-
es, so it should be the Nasatya-god worshipped by ancient Indo-Europeans. The
Nasatva-god is one of the earliest gods in the ancient Indo-European religion, the
artistic image of which first appeared in the Yamnaya culture between 3600~ 2200
BC. After Indo-Europeans migrated from their original homeland to various parts of
world, their common polytheism was gradually changed as monotheism. For in-
stance, Siva was worshipped by Aryans, Ahura-Mazda hy Iranians, Griffins by
Sakas and Nasatya by Tokharians. Our deductions also can get support from lhin-
guistic evidences. In Tokharian B texts the god is called as nakte (= A nkat), but
nobody knows where it comes from. Ohur studies show that Tokharian B nakie
should be the equivalence of nasatya in I?g— Veda and na-sa-at-ti-va in the Mitanni
Treaties. It is worth to notice that the images of Nasatya-god were not only found in
many ancient rock-carvings of the Tianshan and Yinshan mountains, but also they
were seen in many ancient “animal style” plaques made of gold, silver and bronze in
the northern steppe of China. Obwiously, these antiques with the image of

Nasatya-god should have relationship to the Tokharian religious activities.
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Study on the Multi-layered Coffin System
of the Zhou Dynasty

Zhao Huacheng

Summary

The system of using guan and guo colffins (the inner and outer coffins} is a
very important component of the burial ritual system in the Zhou Dynasty. Previ-
ous studics present great controversy when compared to the understandings of the
ancient classical documents, and the investigation from the archaeological point of
view is 50 far only partial.

The guan-guo coffin system of the Zhou Dynasty has many aspects among
which the system of the multi-layers of guan and guo coffins is the most fundamen-
tal. This paper will first discuss the basic meaning of the records related to multi-
layered guan and guo system in the classical documents; secondly, the author will
systematically examine the burials of the Western and Eastern Zhou Dynasties, and
the related Han Dynasty burials which are well preserved in order to reveal the e-
mergence, formation, devclopment, change and decline of this system; the relat-
ed social background will be further investigated.

The classical documents indicate that in the Zhou Dynasty, the king would use
three guo coffins and four guan coffins, the Marquis two gue coffins and three
guan coffins, the Daifu official one guo coffin and two guan coffins, the shi offi-

cial one guo coffin and one guan coffin, which coincided with the archaeological,
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discoveries. Archaeological data also suggest that the system of multi-layered guan-
guo coffins can be divided into four phases in a period of more than:thousand year
from the early Western Zhou to the Western Han Dynasties; the beginning phase
{from early Western Zhou to the early Spring and Autumn period}; the forming
phase {from mid-Spring and Autumn period to the early Warring States period) ;
the changing phase (mid-late Warring States period); the declining phase ( West-
ern Han Dynasty).

The study shows the formation, development and decline of the multi-layered
guan-guo coffin system of Zhou Dynasty have a close relationship with the social po-

litical, economic and ideological changes of that period.
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The Evolution of Li Concept in Chinese Buddhism

Fang Litan

Summary

Li (3) was a very important category in Chinese traditional thoughts includ-
ing Chinese Buddhism. Through a thorough demonstration and a detailed analysis
of the i concept in the thoughts of Master Zhu Daosheng, Tiantai (Heavenly Ter-
race), Huayan ( Avatamsaka or Flower Splendor) and Chan (Meditation) Schools,
this paper tries to show: (1) the approaches by which Chinese Buddhist masters

and scholars communicated Zi with one’ s mind and human nature, and regarded it

as an equivalent to Buddhata {Buddha nature) the fundamental basis for all be-
ings coming into Buddhahood, therefore opening up a new way for one to become
Buddha and exploring a new world of Buddhahood. (2) the approaches by which
Chinese Buddhist masters and scholars linked Zi (Principle) up with shi (things)
and took it as the noumenon of the latter opposed to the phenomenal world, and
based on this going on a deep discussion on the relationship hetween and every-

thing, therefore enriching the ontological discourse which was relatively poor in

Chinese traditional philosophy formerly.
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Combine Moral Reason with Knowledge Rreason in

Wang Yangming ' s Extention of Innate Knowledge

Zhang Xuezhi
Summary

Wang Yangming was a philosopher that arrived the high achivement in the as-
pects for morality, contributions. and writings in Chinese history. His final
prosposition “extention of innate knowledge” had summarized his other important
prospositions in all phases of his life. Extention of innate knowledge contained
many meanings, the most important in it was combine moral reason with knowl-
edge reason. It meaned, moral reason as control, knowledge reason as supplemen-
tary, achived synchronism develop in these two respects in the practical actions.
Completed eultivation in moral quality that Confucianism required in inner respect,
and arrived contributions that administered a country in outer respect. Wang Yang-
ming’ s doctrine can be Said as practical learning of innate knowledge or learnings

of wisdom in innate knowledge.
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Zuozhuan and Confncins

Wu Rongzeng

Summary

There exist a lot of accounts about or the speeches of Confucius in Zuozhuan

( Zuogiv Ming's commentary on Cunqiu ). Though Zuozhuan is a classic
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belonging to the Confuciunists, Confucius seen in these accounts is to some extent
different from that in Lunyu{ The analects of Confucius) and Mengzi ( The works
of Mencius). It shows that since the period of the Warring States the thinking of

some followers of Confucius began to change, thus laid the base {or the afterwards

appearance of the Legalists.
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BFEAFTEREIBEALS 17

Confucianists Are not the Advocates

for Autocratic Monarchy

Jiang Ronghai

Sommary

[t is widely held among Chinese scholars that Confucianists are advocates of au-
tocratic monarchy and Confucianism constituted the theoretical foundation for the
jong-lasting absolute monarchy in old China. The author refutes this view as con-
trary to the truth and reality in ancient Chinese political thinking. Confucianists—
from the first generation such as Confucius, Mencius and Xunzi to the next genera-
tions such as Dong Zhongshu in the Han Dynasty and Zhu Xi in the Song Dynasty—
were promoters of limited monarchy. Their advocacy of respect for and loyalty to
monarch has one precondition, that is the words and deeds of the monarch must
conform to the criterion “righteousness”. Ortherwise, people have the right to re-
move or even to kill a “fatucus and self-indulgent ruler”. The ideal state pursued by
Confucianism is: the monarch has a strong intention o “seek for the capable and
accept an admonition”, the subjects “speak out from a scnse of justice”, and both
parties draw on collective wisdom to rule the country. the lirtle progress toward de-
mocratization in ancient China was mainly due to the failure 10 uphold the idea of
limited monarch by Confucianism. In other words, that isa resuli of the view of

absolute monarchy by the Legalists.
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The Theories on the Origin of Poetry in Ancient China

Meng Erdong
Summary

The paper discusses the various theories on the origin of poetry in ancient Chi-
na. These include: “Poetry started for expressing aspiration (yanzhi) ™, “poetry
started because of emotion ( yuanging) ", “poetry started because of great sorrow
and will (fafen)” and “poetry started on the base of broad-mind { benyuan) .
With this discussion it is hoped to deepen our understanding of ancient Chinese po-
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the relation ship between the hand-copied versions and block-printed editions. A
close comparative study of the version reveals that the Wen Xuan annotated by Li
Shan was not the version copicd down from the version of six scholars. The original
compact version of the Wen Xuan is the version of Xin Zhou, from which many lat-

er versions like the Pei version and the Ming Zhou version derive.
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A New Approach to the Date of Yuiai xinyong
Liu Yuejing
Summary

Although it is traditionally said that the anthology Yuta: rinyong ( New songs
from a jade terrace ) was compiled by Xu Ling (507 - 583) according to the will of
the Liang Emperor Jianwen during the Liang time, prohably in the sixth year of
Zhongdatong (534), this paper puts forward a different suggestion maintaining
that it was finished in the early period of the Chen time (557~ 589). The aim of
its compilation is not for bossting the Gongti poetry, but just for preserving the po-
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